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A group discussion was conducted on the theme of interdisciplinary collaboration, focusing

on the following three points:

1. Is there any interdisciplinary research happening in your surroundings (e.g., research
groups)? If so, what themes and fields were involved, and with whom was the research
conducted? If not, what kind of theme and collaboration would you like to pursue with other
teams, and in which fields? What mutual benefits could arise?

2. What challenges exist when conducting interdisciplinary or collaborative research?

3. What points should be considered to successfully carry out interdisciplinary or collaborative
research?

The following opinions were shared by each group for these points:

Groups that answered "yes" provided examples of research conducted in relatively close fields
(e.g., within the Department of Engineering) and projects proposing approaches from
different research team to address pandemic responses. Groups with no prior interdisciplinary
research experience suggested developing interdisciplinary research to expand their own field.
Challenges highlighted included misalignment of research outcome goals (e.g., aiming for
conference presentations or publishing a paper), issues with authorship, and communication
problems stemming from subtle differences in the meanings of technical terms.

Many agreed on the importance of establishing detailed agreements about final goals and
research methods beforehand and sharing them in writing. Additionally, some emphasized
that collaborative research should ideally be conducted with partners with whom there is

already a foundation of trust to overcome communication challenges.



