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2.2. Approach for Peacebuilding and Peacekeeping of the UN

Kanamori-san’s briefing focused on operational support for UN Peacekeeping Operations (PKO). PKO is guided by
three principles: consent of conflicting parties, impartiality, and non-use of force except for self-defense or mandate
protection. Despite $6.4 billion in funding and 80,000 personnel, PKO faces challenges due to reduced contributions
from developed countries and reliance on inadequately trained local resources. The Triangular Partnership Programme
(UNTPP), launched in 2015, aims to enhance the skills of PKO personnel through donor-supported training, such as
heavy equipment operation, to strengthen local peacebuilding capacity.

Ikegaya-san discussed UN mediation as a key conflict prevention tool, with envoys deployed to resolve disputes
before escalation. Mediation relies on the consent of parties, and in some cases, such as the Ethiopia-Somalia conflict,
the UN could only observe while Turkey successfully mediated. UN mediation is guided by principles of diversity and
consistency but may face limitations due to the varying acceptance of its values.

The CSO-UN Dialogue highlighted the integration of peacebuilding into the SDGs framework, emphasizing localized
approaches to meet regional needs. Achieving sustainable development and peace requires inclusive participation
across society, ensuring no one is left behind.
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Our participation in the APMCDRR 2024 in Manila was a valuable experience that gave us practical insights into
disaster risk reduction (DRR) and resilience-building. The conference included a variety of sessions covering important
topics such as gender-inclusive governance, public-private partnerships, and the use of technologies like artificial
intelligence, drones, and satellite data for disaster preparedness. These discussions focused on the importance of
collaboration between governments, private organizations, and local communities to create disaster strategies that are
both effective and inclusive.

One of the highlights of the experience was supporting the Sendai Nika High School students during their presentation
at the World Tsunami Museum Conference. Their project focused on creating educational materials for disaster
museums, and we helped them prepare for their presentation. This opportunity reflected the SyDE Program’s goal of
promoting youth engagement and cross-generational learning. It was rewarding to see the students confidently share their
work, showing their teamwork.

The sessions we attended also presented practical solutions for building resilience at the local level. Discussions
about resilient housing showed how affordable retrofitting can help protect vulnerable populations from displacement
caused by disasters. Case studies from India and Laos demonstrated how new technologies, like remote sensing and
Al, can improve disaster risk assessments and preparedness. These examples showed the value of combining local
knowledge with innovative tools to address disaster challenges in a practical way.

The conference also provided opportunities to connect with experts, policymakers, and practitioners from different parts
of the world. Talking with professionals like Sendai Mayor Kazuko Kohri helped us understand how local efforts can fit
into global frameworks like the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. These connections and discussions gave
us new perspectives that will support our academic research and future activities.

Overall, the APMCDRR 2024 gave us the chance to deepen our understanding of DRR and resilience while
contributing to the SyDE Program’s mission of addressing global challenges through learning, collaboration, and
innovation. The experience was not only educational but also a meaningful opportunity to connect with others working in
the field of disaster management.
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